CHAPER 4
“I wonder where Mr. Dell got all of the pictures he's been showing us,” Emily wondered out
loud. “Some are probably from Google but a lot of them look like they were taken by someone who has
traveled around the world a few times.”
“Let's ask him,” suggested Ashley. “Maybe he took them.”
The girls joined the students grouped around the teacher's desk watching as Mr. Dell connected
the projector cord to his computer. “Did you take the pictures you've been showing us, Mr. Dell?”
asked Emily.
The teacher looked up as he answered. “A lot of them. I've had the privilege of visiting many
interesting countries over the years. I have always loved history and visiting the actual places helps me
to better understand the people and their customs. To walk the same places Jesus walked, to see a stone
manger in Bethlehem, to take pictures of a fig tree and pick its fruit makes the Bible come alive for me.
I hope these pictures help you feel closer to history and make it seem more real to you, too.”
The students settled into their seats and opened their binders as the bell rang.
“Today we will learn about the Roman Empire,” said Mr. Dell as he perched on his stool. “Did
you know the Romans invented concrete? Well actually, to be totally fair, the Egyptians had an earlier
type of concrete, but the Romans figured out how to make it much stronger so it would last for
thousands of years.
“Even now, almost two thousand years later, parts of bridges, aqueducts, forts and walls, can be
seen dotting countrysides throughout what was once the mighty Roman Empire.” Here Mr. Dell began
to show pictures of ancient Roman ruins stretching from England to Spain to the Middle East.
“Look at these fine examples of Roman arches. Learning how to construct an arch allowed the
Romans to build bridges, aqueducts, sewers, amphitheaters and of course domed roofs.

http://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/00/10/ae/1c/roman-ruins.jpg
“I remember the thrill of seeing the ruins of a Roman aqueduct for the first time. I was traveling
by train toward Rome when out of the window I caught a glimpse of a brick aqueduct snaking its way
down from the mountains toward the city. I could just imagine a fast-moving stream of cool, fresh
water from a pure mountain springs rushing through miles of clay-lined channels to meet the needs of a

crowded, hot and thirsty city. Such inventions allowed the citizens to have a high standard of living
with clean drinking water, better sanitation and of course lots of water for their famous baths.

http://www.kmkz.com/jonesj/gallery/Pont%20du%20Gard,%20Roman%20Aqueduct.jpg
“And speaking of Roman baths, here are some ancient ruins mirrored in a peaceful pool of
water – talk about a luxury spa!

www.travelpod.com/.../img_5032.jpg/tpod.html

“This old bridge in Scotland is known in that area as 'the Roman bridge'. Whether it truly dates
back to Roman time we might not know for sure, but it is an example of the far-reaching influence of
Roman architecture and those famous Roman arches.

www.oldroadsofscotland.com/statacclanark.htm
“The Romans were great inventors. Did you know that the Romans invented central heating for
houses and baths? One bright innovator suggested they build the floor on top of pillars, which created
space underneath the floor to build a fire. They also made the house or bath with hollow walls so warm
air from the fires below would circulate through the walls and warm the rooms.”
“Those Romans were pretty smart people,” commented Jeremy as he finished writing down
some notes in his binder. “Do you have any pictures of what it might have looked like?”
“Glad you asked,” responded Mr. Dell. “Here are a couple of pictures that might help you
visualize how this type of building would be constructed.

http://www.pages.drexel.edu/~jpm55/AE390/A5/hypocaust.htm
“A hypocaust (or 'heat from below' as these buildings were called) was truly an incredible

Roman inventions. Imagine heated floors and baths over 2000 years ago! This cut-away shows the
various layers to the floor and notice the hollow bricks that would have wrapped the building in
warmth.

http://www.pages.drexel.edu/~jpm55/AE390/A5/hypocaust.htm
“The Romans were exceptionally smart organizers,” continued Mr. Dell as he began a video
animation of what a typical Roman town of 2000 years ago might have looked like. “They built tidy
towns with straight streets, solid homes and businesses, and a forum where people loved to gather. The
forum, in the middle of most Roman towns, was the gathering place for the citizens. The forum was
composed of a large open space with stone pavement and around the edges were many small shops,
temples, a gymnasium, and often a school. Older men met there on sunny days to gossip with their
friends, while housewives and servants bustled from store to store taking care of their daily shopping.
Often someone started a discussion by giving a speech in the ‘speakers’ corner’ of the forum and
listeners would vie with each other to debate his ideas.
“Here is a picture of the famous Roman Forum. This was the 'downtown' section of ancient
Rome. It included numerous temples, the law courts, markets, government buildings and public
meeting places. If you have an opportunity to visit the Forum, make sure and take a guided to tour. The
guides are entertaining and you get the story behind the ruins. They really make history come alive!”

http://sites.google.com/site/ancientromewalk/_/rsrc/1257119521505/roman-forum/roman-forumpicture.jpg
Jeremy raised his hand. “I remember reading that Roman towns and cities always contained
certain types of buildings. Whether they are ruins in England, Spain or Italy, there will always be baths,
theaters, a forum and that kind of thing.”
“That’s because the Romans used Rome's public buildings as a pattern when constructing
buildings in a conquered nation,” replied Mr. Dell. “Larger towns had theaters and amphitheaters for
entertainment, and every town had to have public baths, where bathing and socializing took place. As
those towns grew, the wealthier people from the countryside began to move into the town so they could
enjoy the new conveniences and amusements. Often the citizens learned to speak Latin (the official
language of the Roman Empire) and many adopted Roman names. They also embraced many Roman
customs and learned to enjoy the ethnic dishes of Italy.
“But now I have a question for you. Have you ever thought that the great Roman Empire was
used by God to bring about His purposes?” asked Mr. Dell. Looking at the quizzical faces before him,
the teacher explained about the huge network of well-built roads which linked the countries of the
Roman Empire. “God used those roads, constructed by countless slaves and criminals, to rapidly take
the gospel throughout Europe and Asia. It has been said that Rome literally ‘paved the way’ for the
Christian missionaries.
“Perhaps you've heard the saying, 'All roads lead to Rome,' and in many ways that was true. The
Roman empire built those roads to bring goods and supplies from all over the world to her major cities.
While roads were a blessing for commerce and travel, God also used them to move the gospel from city
to city and country to country. Even today we are able to find examples of those well-constructed
roads. Here a two of them:

http://www.euratlas.com/Atlas/france_provence/ambrussum_roman_road.jpg
“Notice the ruts in this Roman street in Pompeii. Nearly two thousand years ago - before
Vesuvius covered them in volcanic ash - this street had chariots and carts cutting grooves in the stones.

http://petanqueandpastis.typepad.com/my_weblog/images/2007/04/03/380_pompeii_2.jpg
“Today, our Bible story is about a boy who grew up along one of those Roman roads. I'm sure
you’ll find his story fascinating!
**************************************

Vigilantius (AD 364 - 408)

Our journey today takes us to Europe as we are introduced to one of early Christianity's mighty
heroes. As we have learned, although Jesus had been gone only a few hundred years, there
were already many changes taking place within the Christian Church. The Church in Rome
took responsibility for enforcing the pagan-influenced doctrines coming out of the theological
school in Alexandria.
It soon became apparent that two types of believers were joining the Christian Church. Along
with true and honest worshipers of God, many half-hearted pagans were baptized. Because
they were not fully converted, they missed the colorful processions and enticing rituals of
heathenism. To satisfy them, church leaders began to introduce pagan practices into the
church service. That created confusion and disunity between those who wanted a pure faith
and those who hung on to man-made tradition. At that crucial time God needed a strong
defender of truth. Vigilantius was just the man to stand on God’s side as the battle grew
between the two movements.

*******************************************
Putting his book down, Mr. Dell asked Emily to give a map to each student. “Please notice the
range of mountains separating Spain from France. This is the area where Vigilantius was raised. As you
will see, geography played an important role in shaping the life of this champion for truth.”

http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/pyrenees.gif
“Let's continue reading our story from the Pyrenees Mountains,” Mr. Dell said as he took his
seat and prepared to read.
*********************************************************
You would enjoy visiting the area where Vigilantius grew up. He was born in southern France
near the Pyrenees Mountains. This majestic, mountainous region had a flourishing Christian
community. There, pious Christians followed the same teachings and used the same Bible as
the Syrian Church in Asia Minor.

It was a fascinating environment for a young, inquisitive boy. Vigilantius’ father owned an inn
along the well-traveled Roman road linking Spain to the rest of Europe. Inns back then were
not like the hotels we know today – they were more like the bed-and-breakfasts that are
gaining popularity in North America. Journeys were slow because there were no trains, planes
or cars; most people walked from place to place. Only soldiers or the very wealthy could afford
to travel on horseback. For safety, the Romans located inns every 30 – 50 km (considered to
be about a day’s journey) along their road systems so travelers could rest, eat and even
exchange horses.
During his childhood Vigilantius no doubt met many important visitors. Merchants, soldiers,
ambassadors, couriers and bishops all stopped at the inn. Mealtime around the table often
turned into a history or geography lesson for young Vigilantius. He listened intently to the tales
of adventure in far-away places. Accounts of exotic people and places planted in him a desire
to explore the world. His dreams overflowed with visions of foreign countries, ancient histories,
puzzling customs, exotic foods, brilliant costumes and unfamiliar languages.
As he grew into young manhood, Vigilantius was given an opportunity to work for one of the
most respected historians of that time. Besides being brilliant, Sulpicious Severus was known
for his generous deeds in feeding the hungry, clothing the poor and visiting the sick. Vigilantius
quickly grew to love and respect his wealthy employer. It was through his connection with this
knowledgeable and devout man that Vigilantius was introduced to new and strange teachings
being practiced by some so-called Christians.
One day Sulpicious invited Vigilantius to accompany him on a visit to his pious friend, Martin,
bishop of Tours. Vigilantius was astonished to see that Martin didn’t sleep in a warm and
comfortable bed, but rather slept on the cold ground with only ashes under him and sackcloth
for a blanket. The bishop refused to wear warm clothing, even during the coldest days of winter
and ate only small amounts of unhealthy food. Martin's philosophy was that Christians “ought
to die on ashes.”
Vigilantius was sorry to see his beloved employer become confused as to what true
Christianity is. Wanting to remain in God's good favor, Supicious began to follow his friend's
example of self-inflicted suffering. Yet Vigilantius was not convinced Martin of Tours had the
correct understanding of holiness. Nowhere in the Bible could he find a command for someone
to abuse his body to prove his love and loyalty to God. It was sad for Vigilantius to watch as
Sulpicious eventually stopped believing the pure words of the Bible and instead trusted in his
own man-made works to make himself acceptable to God.
During his lifetime Vigilantius saw many unscriptural beliefs flood into Christianity. Some
churches began following the heathen custom of lighting candles during the day to honor the
dead, while others offered special prayers for their dearly departed family members and
friends. Vigilantius believed the Biblical truth that “the dead know not any thing” (Ecclesiastes
9:5), yet Rome's spiritual leaders encouraged believers to make pilgrimages to the tombs of
the apostles and martyrs where they said the “presence” of the deceased remained. Relics
(things like supposed hair from Jesus, bones of the apostles, or wood from the cross) were
treated as holy. Statues, some of them straight from pagan temples, were brought into the
churches and worshiped. Although such activities were specifically forbidden by the third
commandment, many chose to follow tradition rather than the clear teachings of the Bible.
It was around that time that the Roman church developed a new belief. They began calling
Mary “The Blessed Virgin,” and taught that she remained a virgin all her life. This directly
contradicted the Bible teaching which says in Matthew 1:24, 25, “Then Joseph being raised

from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew
her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus.”
Vigilantius felt that he must write and speak against the heathen practices being adopted into
the Christian church. He wanted to research these changes so, with the wealth he inherited
from his father, he made the long trip from Europe to Palestine to visit a man named Jerome.
This famous Italian man had translated the first Latan Bible for the papacy, which we now call
Jerome’s Vulgate. While working on his translation Jerome chose to use the corrupted Greek
manuscripts coming from Alexandria rather than the pure manuscripts that Lucian had edited.
Of course, by using Jerome's Bible, the church at Rome began to change the pure doctrines
upheld by the Old Testament prophets, Jesus and the disciples.
When Vigilantius arrived in Israel he located Jerome in Bethlehem. Jerome’s health was
shocking. He was thin and pale from long fasts and mortifications like sleeping on hard, cold
floors, whipping his back and not dressing in warm clothing.
As they talked together Vigilantius learned that some Roman Church leaders accepted the
pagan belief that women were inferior to men. They taught that Eve was the only reason for
the fall of Adam and to marry a woman was proof of a low state of morality. They taught that
married men and women could not be perfectly holy, so religious women and men were
encouraged to devote their lives to working for the church. Some of these people (later to be
called nuns and monks) lived in secluded places likes caves or deserts so they could serve
God without any outside distractions.
Vigilantius did some serious reflecting on the things he saw and heard. He could find nothing in
the Word of God that approved Jerome’s way of living. He could also see that the severe
disciplines followed by Jerome and his followers did not make them holier, more Christlike
people. In fact, those who knew Jerome best said that he was well-known for his bad temper,
false humility and spiritual pride. Jerome was famous for his scathing remarks against all who
didn't agree with him and Vigilantius made up his mind to have nothing to do with those who
were following Jerome or accepting the doctrines coming out of Alexandria.
On his way home from Bethlehem, Vigilantius met a group of Christians in the Cottian Alps that
form a boarder between France and Italy. Those mountain dwellers, whose ancestors had fled
from the persecutions of the Roman Emperors during the second to fourth centuries, pleaded
with Vigilantius to spend time helping them organize so they could share truth with those
around them.
Vigilantius agreed to stay and used his talents of organization to set up the publishing work for
his new friends. Drawing on his immense wealth, he collected manuscripts, wrote articles,
distributed Bibles and printed pamphlets, tracts and books. Those materials thundered against
the compromises being brought into Christianity by the compromising leaders in Alexandria
and Rome. Through the efforts and careful organization of Vigilantius, the Waldenses were
able to protect the uncorrupted Scriptures for over a thousand years. While the papacy burned
and destroyed Bibles throughout Europe, the Waldenses not only memorized numerous
passages of Scripture, but copied vast portions of the Bible to secretly share with those who
wanted to read God’s Word for themselves.
That was a difficult time for true Christians who wanted to obey Holy Scripture. It brought them
great sorrow to have to separate themselves from those who were yielding to Rome. However,
each member who remained loyal to God determined that obedience to truth was more
important than unity with those who chose to compromise with error. That will again be a great
test before Jesus comes the second time. Are you learning now to stand on solid Bible truth?

*************************************************
“We have the same problem with compromise today, don't we?” questioned Mr. Dell. “We see
many things coming into Christianity which were considered ‘pagan’ only a few years ago. For
example, most Contemporary Christian music uses African beats that have been used for centuries to
call the heathen spirits to worship.”
“My mom and I went to the health food store the other day,” Carrie raised her hand, “and you
should have seen the occultic symbols on the jewelry the clerk was wearing!”
“Spiritualism is really taking over our world,” Mr. Dell agreed. “Such symbols once decorated
ancient pagan temples, but now they are found even in Christian churches. When I was young we never
heard people talking about reincarnation, acupuncture, or visualization. Now, New Age religions like
Hinduism, Buddhism and Shamanism are being promoted on TV and in movies.”
Here Mr. Dell paused. “If you give me a minute I think I can show you some of the symbols
that have been part of Satan's kingdom for a long time. You can find more of these symbols at
http://www.nazarite.net/print/symbolism.html. What I find sad is that they are now finding their way
into North America and many of us do not even know what they represent:

CROSS - Many people assume that the cross is a Christian symbol. Christians have indeed adopted
the cross, but its origins date back long before the Messiah was ever born. The cross can be traced back
to ancient Babylon and the worship of the sun-gods Mithra and Tammuz. In fact the cross was not used
by Christians until the fourth century when Emperor Constantine (a pagan sun-worshiper) had a vision
of the cross in front of the sun.

ANKH - Also known as the Long Life Seal. While Christians try to say the ankh is not a cross,
make no mistake about it, the ankh is indeed another rendering of a cross. This symbol originated in
Egypt and symbolizes reincarnation. Egyptians were pagans and worshiped many gods like the sun-god
Amen-Rah, and the pagan sun-trinity: Osiris, Isis and Horus. The ankh and the common cross were
both used equally in ancient pagan sun-worship.

PEACE SYMBOL - Also known as the Cross of Nero. Many people are not aware of the
origins of this symbol or how it became to symbolize peace. This is the cross of Nero, a broken and

inverted cross, enclosed in a circle which represents Nero's vision. Nero believed that there could be
world peace only without Christianity. Because of this belief thousands of Christians were martyred
under Nero's rule. This is what the "peace symbol" originally represents, regardless of what it means to
people today.

GAY SYMBOL - Also known as the Thaumaturgic Triangle. Ignorance is bliss amongst the
homosexual community. The symbol they adopted to represent their sexual orientation has long been
used by Satan worshipers to conjure demons from the bowels of hell. The triangle is used as a door and
the circle as a boundary of power. Some Satanists admit doing away with the circle in hopes of being
possessed.

PENTAGRAM - Today, the pentagram may be even more common than the upright pentacle.
Satanists, a more sinister breed of the underworld, usually wear this symbol as a pendant or use this
symbol in satanic rituals. It is found at many sites where sacrifices and other rituals have taken place. It
is also found as art work on many Satanic heavy metal albums such as Slayer.

HEXAGRAM - Another star enclosed in a circle and another popular symbol used by those
who practice various forms of witchcraft. This symbol is not as popular with Satanist and may even be
used exclusively by those practicing other forms of the occult such as Wicca and other forms of
witchcraft. Some people confuse this symbol with the Magen David.
“Satan has come up with other ways of introducing his kingdom into society,” continued Mr.
Dell. “We all want to be healthy and Satan is using yoga, martial arts and New Age meditation to
deceive even Christian people into giving him access to their minds. Physical fitness routines are full of
phrases like, ‘getting centered,’ ‘tapping into inner strength,’ and ‘entering a state of Zen’. Practicing
any of these techniques allows Satan access to our minds.
“When I was your age only flaky movie stars talked about 'spirit guides' and 'auras', yet today
television, movies, video games and popular music are saturated with occultic thought,” finished Mr.
Dell.
“Yeah, last Christmas we saw Ouija boards stocked on the shelf right beside Monopoly and
Snakes and Ladders,” said Hannah and Ashley almost in unison.
“We don't have a TV in our home, but my cousin says there are even séances on TV now,”

contributed Aaron. “It’s creepy to think about talking with dead people! If they knew those ‘friends’
were really evil angels I bet they'd be plenty spooked!”
“For sure,” agreed Mr. Dell. “That's why it's important that we keep our minds pure and open to
hear the Holy Spirit’s voice. Either we are going to fill our minds with truth and become like Jesus, or
we will fill our minds with Satan’s thoughts and become like him.
“I guess it's like that memory verse where Jesus said, 'Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.’
(Matthew 7:13, 14.)
“But remember, those who choose to follow Christ on that narrow path will find that they are
treated as Jesus and His disciples were treated. Let me read you something from The Faith I Live By p.
311, ‘Satan will arouse indignation against the minority who refuse to accept popular customs and
traditions. … Persecuting rulers, ministers, and church members will conspire against them. With voice
and pen, by boasts, threats, and ridicule, they will seek to overthrow their faith. … Not having a “Thus
saith the Scriptures” to bring against the advocates of the Bible Sabbath, they will resort to oppressive
enactments to supply the lack. To secure popularity and patronage, legislators will yield to the demand
for Sunday laws. But those who fear God cannot accept an institution that violates a precept of the
Decalogue. On this battlefield will be fought the last great conflict in the controversy between truth and
error.’
“Remember, class, if we have been listening to Satan’s voice, listening to his music, watching
his entertainment, experimenting with his religions, we will be ready to accept his counterfeit sabbath –
especially if we are threatened with hunger or cold or other persecutions. The question we really need
to ask ourselves is, Are we developing a character that will allow us to stand loyally with God’s
obedient people?”
Finishing his rather long “sermon” Mr. Dell dismissed the class.
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